Wizard

Wel come everyone, | ' m Cathy Perkins, the Wor
guide through this wonderful world of blogging and WordPress — the best blogging
platform ever. You will hear me say that every week, because I truly do believe it.

Iseeal ot of you on the webcast and | " m glad to
a convenient way to |Iisten to this preseniat
t hewi zardtoday.com, you can submitythey our qtues
call and 1’11l try to answer as many of th¢m

Of course the unedited version of this recording will be up immediately after the call,
right at the same place, thewizardtoday.com. As soon as | get it edited and put up on the
we b s i t sendihgyduln erbad telling you that, and the transcript, of course, will be
up in a few days.

So, what are we going to talk about today" €
terminol ogy. Every industry, evemad busineg¢s,
WordPress is no dif f eknemhesetotakemtest, because t r eal |y
there wild.l be none. You don’t have to know h

where we’'re going to go. So tmbrefamgliarivitih be n¢ s
Wor dPress, you're going to hear these wor (s
nodding acquaintance with the terminology.

So the first word that codex’ rlet 'goilngc datoed aat a
codex.wordpress.org. This is a wonderful place to visit because WordPress calls it a

“wi ki ,” but you know that’'s stil lcoddkasnd of | a
an encyclopedia. Anything that you want to know about WordPress is located here, in the
codex. Volumes and volumes and volumes are in the codex. It s divided into

similar to books and chapters. The first part talks about installation.

That reminds me, | want to clear up something from last week. I might have confused
some of you when | started talking about Fantastico and Cpanel and all of those words. If
you just ask your hosting company if they do an automatic WordPress install, that will
give you the answer that you need, without knowing any of those other words. Not

everybody is Fantastico, I menti oned GoDaddy as an except

host for WordPress. So just ask your hosting company if they have an automatic

Wor dPress install, and i f they do, the’§§1 y(u’
N

Okay, now back to the WordPresscodex. T h er e’ s insallatore tbetnaxto n o
section is on troubleshooting. Gosh, what if something goes wrong during the install?

c?/Vagrd_laress?Ni

Wel | here’ s a whole book (i f you wil oI |
talk to you about how t o segiansftWordPressfdfor d Pg e s ¢ .
beginners. Another section, ison filesandplug-i ns. We’ ' r e goi fingint tal k
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a few weeks. Then there’'s the WordPress Sipp
good except the Support Forum. You can postaquestion t her e and maybe ypbu’
answer and maybe you won’'t, and the reasol [
about WordPress is volunteer, so the forum people are volunteers also. You might get an
answer from a more experienced WordPress user, if someone knows the answer to the
guestion that you’ re asking. I f you are a¢ki

thing, and that’'s t haumanyabyeb ey oyuo uwadn’ tg.etT haa's ea

also very busy, and they are volunteers. So, just remember that when you post in the
forums.

The WordPress codex is a wonderful place to visit. The first several sections are written
in fairly easy to understand English. It starts to get pretty techy by the time you get to
things like:

e Stepping into Templates

e Using Images

e Design and Layout

e HTML
Although those are pretty far into the codex. If you look for an example at Introduction to

Bl ogging, that’s just really pretty much in
So it’s very under st amrwdhapulthestogethedhavegotetoi nk t | at
great lengths to make it as understandable as they can without using too much Geek

Speak. At |l east until you get into geeky 1 hi
“HTML,” and “Bl og Des i getqhave sanme techypoprdstoh e n 'y ¢ u
talk about that.

|l f you’'re a WordPress person who’s going (o
busi ness, yandersdndonégte enke endo rtdo at all . We’' re |go
terminology just so you can haveanacquai nt ance and you won’'t be s
intim dated by some of these words that y(u’
mi ght hear if you’'re actwually talking to ¢on
So our next word is, parameter. Parameteri s a wo r dofteh whentdiscissingl s e d

Wor dPr es s, and it’'s kind of a programming | a
variable; it’s a place to store some iUnfOIma
change, or can change). The parameter passes information to a template tag, which we @

will discuss next. §

So, if you see, for example, if you venture into the WordPress header in your theme d
(whatever theme you’'re using). I f you %go Int
call ed “ Bl og | trpdtsthe title ohynudWordPreasstblogsip ontditize §
screen. It doesn’t know that the #atmyl eg of | yo
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blog is called the WordPress Wizard. | put that into the dashboard, which is whatwe * r e
going to talk about next, and the header file goes and gets that information and displays it
on the screen.

So, the theme files can be the same for everyone, and all that you do is change the
information to make it yours over in the dashboard. All a parameter is, is a template tag
that holds information and puts it up on the screen when it needs to do that.

The next thing that we’ re going ltopThe al k al ou
WordPressloopi s j ust what t dlepthataxecates ovenpnd over,s . It s
and over, until all of your posts are put up onto the screen.

l't"s in the I ndex file and it executes on¢(¢ a
posts and put them up. It gets one, puts it up on the screen. Gets the next one, puts it up
on the screen and so on, utoopithatjushkeeps of youi P

working until there’s no more information| fo
word, theloop. You’' Il see thkhat written many pl ace

So the next word that we’'re gointtlebip tal k ab
geeky. HTtA¢cssFleouNMow t hat’'s not contained with
contained on your hdtsctciensgs.dccount . 't s cill

Not many files begin with a dot. They almost always begin with a word, and then a dot in
the middle and then a file ext e msstendila . But kB t
Your system knows to read that file before it reads anythingelse.

So, this file is really called Hyper Text Access File. It tells the system how to process the

requests that are inside that direkdfory. It
Accessgr anted permission, and most dKnowt hem d s
that i1t’s a very iIimportant file and that it
see that because you’ || be inside of Wordlre

But this is a very important file that you need to be aware of because if you write a
support ticket into your hosting company, for anything, they might come back and say,

“Wel | , .htatcessdfile,y'ouand you’' d say “What! ?! 2?2177 [Lon
and all you have to do is write back to themandsay,* Fi x it . " Most ho'gsti 19
will do that for you. I n fact you migh¥ gt
.htaccess file, but we fixed it."” So, it’s not ga f ol e

Now we’' re goi n gthingaovidgeta. Wilgetaate awanderfulaandfl coudd
doanentirecallon Widgets. They’  r dairlgroenve ttho nWor dPr ess
around for maybe a year orWidgétsardwonderful. k n

WordPress

=
X o
Q) <
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Widgets go in your sidebarandthey " r e created automatically |by

actually go and control the order of the (is
create your own unique content in text widgets. It s just a wonder ful i
love with widgets. ~ We ' intol custgmézing widgets later, not today, but in another

session and |11 p widgbtsajbst bacausd they amerso wendetful. r e c a l |

So now | et ' dashhoaudl Thosearb sone basidtehms that you can just sort

of put in your hat, you can mention them at cocktail parties, or just whenever you want to

talk about them. But now |l et’s talk about | th
going to spend your time tweaking your WordPress installation and also writing your

posts.

So of course the first thing you have to co
domain name, to use an example, for mine it would be thewordpresswizard.com/wp-
admin. When you press “enter” a |l onmp in sciee
into your WordPress dashboard then your username and your password will probably be
the same. They will both be admin. Of course, as soon as you go in and get some stuff set
up, you're going to want to changa that piss
password. Hackers can go around and type in yourdomainname/wp-admin and then just
try to get into your whole installation with
change that pretty quickly.
Now you’ve | ogged irwyouThwanterny fdior,stantdhiymo@u’t
action guide that I have a little screen shot of Setting Yourself Up As a User. You will
see across the top of the dashboard screen, a light blue box that says

e Dashboard

e Write

e Manage

e Comments
And so on, Usretri.l” ycdu cskeeon* User and you wi| I
profile. The first thing that you want to come up with is your username. That can be
anything that you chose, but remember that w

what' s goimgyoor appetas @s the author’s narme.

|l " ve seen so many bl og Pbatssthamesa®i VAul bo

name. I f you want it to be youlotoffpeoples t %am« i
chose. Author: cathy. Or you can have your first name and last, and you can make it §
anything that you want, but just pleasge cl an
name, and email are all required. Website is not required. Many of you will have only ]
one and it’ s t havestopbthngthgng in tBece, byt row yowhavetd t %
enter your password, twice,and i t's a passesogeor d that vy (gu can
&
|_
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Then, under Role, be sure to click the drop-down menu and assign yourself the role of
administrator. ul iwonpott dHenab) et hendpoanyt h| ncg
roles in the user option area. You could be:
e Assubscriber
A user
An author
A contributor
An administrator

Each of those gives you more privileges a¢ Yy
you want all of the privileges. So, please be sure to set yourself up as an administrator.

Now we’' re goi nygritetb®e cqqau s@en ntoav wade e going t D \

How cool is that? Up in the top next to the word Dashboard in the light bluelin e, you’ | |
see the word “writ e.nenu®ilapmedr wherkyouczanwritedat , a1 d
post, or you can write a page. They are diff
but the very first thingtthBowyouheereg®ig(ih
post already there called “Hello World.” 7 ha
the first post that comes up. So, we’'ll wint
ri ght n o vexciedenougketo write sut first post.
So when you click on “Write Post,” an ediior
the titte-wher e you can input the title of your po
about how to do that, and how to make a good title. Theny ou’ I I see a (it a| mc
a word processing document) line that has a bunch of icons on it and those are all
formatting icons. You can make text:

e Bold

e |talics

. o i

e Do ordered lists
You can just do a lot of things. If you go on over you can see that you can justify it to
|l eft, the right, or the center. You can i1 se
which is one of my favorites, we’'ll talk {ébo
you can do to format your post. If you go on down on the Action Guide, the posting area o
and the editor has been cut of f a litt3e it
but that’'s where you start typing and 3vriiin

[7p}

You can write anything that you want. If you want to make something bold, you just §
highlight it (just like you do in a word processor), go up and click on the B, and that word 'g
will be bolded.l t * s t he dtaiced fwayy uwirteh wri ting azcool
to change yours,milndmeamndt gtoo “sCeoy... " You2can g
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strike through a word if you want to leave it there. So, there are many, many cool things

t hat you can do in “Write Post .’
The next choice that you have up e nwethe | igh
going to go, “Manage,” “Posts and Pages.” | We
find the post “Hell o World, and we’'re goilg
That will get rid of that.
Something that | forgot to tell you: whenyou’ r e wr i ting a post, bef hre
you need to go to the bottom of this posting area screen and either say:

e Save and continue

e Save

e Publish
The difference between “Save and Continue  ed
“Save anedCdntnignude you' | | be right back on| tl
you are. It s always a good idea, i f you I av
particularly | ong post, to go down there ind
because if you loose your internet connection, or if you loose your power, or just about
anything that you can i magine then your p¢(st
and continue editing,” then the porsfor will b e

you to come back to once you reboot, get your power back, get your thoughts back,
whatever it is that caused you to leave this area, then your post will be there in draft form.

When you’'re ready to show it thereallytoolests wor | d, vy

part, becausewheny ou say “Publish,” i1it’II|l come back a
You go up to the top of the screen, next to the title of your blog, you will see, in

parentheses, “View Siutre.s” i t&og uwnp tntaertes ra nwh avi
going to do, go and view your site and see your first post and take some time to admire it

because you’'ve really accomplished somet hing
When you’'ve created your very firdon WordPi es
the back and say, “Wow, that’'s pretty cool ."”
al ways go to “Manage Posts,” and change it i
that you made a typo and vy oand obviodlpldd c a [

—
(@]

=y
—

that in emails too. %

|l f you’ve made a typo and you want to %g:halge
“Manage,” “Posts,” and pofifosts, tdrmmd ipfositt @ip .y ah
post and you’ve alreadsyt deilte'tleld kIehetH‘el—%driI«yv
they re |l isted in order of ol demwhblygad tge ot
to the very first one, c¢click on edit, akd¢ vy
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“Manage,” positdeot eéehawvkeatbtnyoption to pub| i s
reason for that.

You can save it, and that’s it. Saving it | do
Site.” The reason it doesn’t say “Publish,”
WordPres s goes out and pings different things (
later,di f f er ent search engines, different direc
a new post.

So what if you have to go back and change your post five times? Youdon® t want t ha:

ping to go out five times, because then the people that are getting pinged get angry and

they can blacklist you and not accept any of your pings again, ever. So, WordPress

recognized this and they put in this special facility in editingsothat you’ re not act |
republishing, per say. You really are, because you’re changing the appearance of your

post on the “View Site,” screen and for o1l he
you' ' re not sending out t hachgnginesadothteo al ert | ot
directories, that you have created a new | O0S

There used to be a plug-in that you had to get in order not ping everybody every time you

saved because your only option was to publish. So WordPress finally wised up, and | say
“finally,” but I really don’t mean that fina
Sometimes it takes them a while to work things out so that everything works correctly,

but they listened to the complaints, and now this is an automatic thing. You will not

republish, as far as pinging goes if you change a post or a page.

Someone is asking if you can getto Codexvi a Wor dPress. com al so. |
don’t know something | m gto;i nghitloe tved’'lr e/ otralr
here I will go to WordPress.com. | imagine you cannot, but of course | can definitely be

wrong because the way that you get to the codex is to key in codex.wordpress.org. So

|l et’s just see, Il > m goi nrmganyway tO\ptthelcBdexe s s . c 011 a

I kind of didn’t think there would be a wi
That' s where you can get a blog that is h
out, I highly do notrecommend that you get a blog hosted on WordPress. Many reasons,
and maybe 1’1l devote and entire call
blog, no matter what kind of a blog you have. You should do it yourself because you

want to retain ownership. WordPress.com blogs do not have all of the functionality of
your own hosted WordPress blog.

dpress Wizard ~

It s |i ke they' ' re two different ani mal
underlying principals, but not nearly as much flexibility to go in and change things.
T h awhat ghe codex, other than talking about how to get started, they have a whole
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FROM THE WORDPRESS WIZARD

section on installing, and you don’t instggldl
installs for you. You have a choice of th¢me
one that’'s already there. You can’t go ouil a
avail able. So you’'re very |imited there, énd
you do. So, Il ° m s ur pcodexsheouhh WoldRress.comoSa, cannot | do
t hat’ s o,neanqduels'tm ojnust going to see i f there
can just submit your questions on the teleseminar page and | will see them and try to

answer them.

Okay, | don’t s ee aejugtaboutahte bottoq ofé¢hehour.bdos and | we
have an announcement to make about next week. We will nothave a call next week

because ||| be heading out to Losl Angel ey t
know | ' m going to mard Ila’ hmotso od xwgitdduead utl tjles
meet you. [ be heading out on Wednesda),
want to see on the way.

So we will not have a call next week, but of course, we will have acallonthe 27", t hat ' s

two weeks from today. | will send emails reminding you that there will be no call next

week and then when | get back I’11 send o1t
27" and | hope you go over to the WizardWeek
there soon, along with the transcript.

| hope that while you’ re over there you’l I
because there are some new and interestini t

so please go and check those out. Come back often because | do keep changing things
over there.

So, I would like to thank everyone for being here today. Please remember, always - Blog
On, and Blog NOW! Bye everybody!
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